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Statement on the Green Paper - Copyright in the Knowledge Economy

Museums dealing with the digitisation of cultural heritage are facing major challenges -
especially since it is one of their major concerns to make the data of cultural objects
published in databases accessible for the public as well as for research. This is only
possible if the data is available on the internet.

National and European politics encourage museums to intensify the digitisation and
accessibility of cultural objects. Regarding the enormous amount of objects that are
being kept in public collections this is a task that has to be dealt with for many years to
come and that affords a substantial financial effort.

Data of cultural objects can only be made use of when it is accompanied by images
illustrating the objects. Regarding the relevance of culture in a united Europe there
should therefore be all efforts made to achieve an exception that illustrations under
copyright should be able to be published online for the public without any copyright
costs. In this respect it is important that financial interests of copyright holders,
publishers etc. should stay far behind public interests. However, this procedure should
be limited to the publication of the image within a database/digitisation project and with
regard to the circumstance that the publication is for non-commercial purpose only, the
image is illustrating the cultural context of the object only. This aim could be reached by
means of technical solutions.

NEMO, the Network of European Museum Organisations, is therefore calling on European
cultural policy to make all efforts that European copyright legislation takes into account
the interests of museums and other heritage institutions which make an important
contribution to the accessibility of cultural information.
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