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	Under the auspices of the Council of Europe

	European Museum of the Year - EMYA

Application Form for the 2011 Award

	THE EUROPEAN MUSEUM FORUM (EMF)

The European Museum Forum operates under the auspices of the Council of Europe and is involved in far-ranging activities throughout the cultural field.

It is one of the leading organizations in Europe for developing the “public quality” of European museums and has established this primary position after 33 years of providing its service.

What is the European Museum Forum?
· a trans-national European non-profit organisation registered as a charity in the UK (No. 282158) 
· an agency committed to raising the standard of museums throughout Europe and publicising excellence

· a point of reference for the whole museum scene focused on innovation

· an information centre with wide access

· the organiser of meetings to widen knowledge

What does the European Museum Forum do? 

· organises the annual European Museum of the Year Award for newly-opened or refurbished museums 

· publishes a brochure describing the entrants and winners of the European Museum of the Year Award 

· organises a three-day conference to support the Award Ceremony 

· provides international workshops to bring together likeminded museum professionals in a truly European setting

· gives individuals, professional organisations and institutions the chance to take part in its partnership scheme, and to receive the Forum’s publications and invitations to national and international events 

· participates regularly in the programmes of EU and the Council of Europe in the area of education, culture and scientific research

· maintains an archive at the Institut für Museumskunde in Berlin, accessible to researchers, which contains information on every museum candidate for the European Museum of the Year Award since 1977


	THE EMF MISSION

· Promoting the role of Museums for the European society

· Recognising the primary importance of the visitors to Museums 

· Exploring the social and economic influence of Museums

“This network I would say now represents a selection of the most progressive museums thinking in Europe…”
Peter Schrieder, Chairman of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

THE PURPOSE OF THE EUROPEAN MUSEUM OF THE YEAR ARWARD SCHEME

The European Museum of the Year Award (EMYA) was founded in 1977 under the auspices of the Council of Europe, with the aim of recognising excellence at the European museum scene and to encourage innovative processes in a world which was then still basically focused on collections rather than on their use for the benefit of society.

It was an adventurous initiative, with the founders generously investing their prestige and their expertise, together with a lot of time and energy for something never experienced before on this European scale. 

EMYA has influenced in a positive manner the lives of a number of museum professionals and has brought into the centre stage small museums with highly innovative contents, which otherwise would not have received recognition at the European level. EMF/EMYA has also directed the attention of public authorities to initiatives originating in their own countries, but previously almost neglected or not recognised at the level they deserved. 

Within the EMYA scheme all museums are equal, public and private, small and large, whatever their subject or their nationality they are assessed on the basis of what is considered to be their “Public Quality”.

In 2011 EMYA will celebrate its 34th anniversary. During the years EMYA has proved to be the most prestigious museum award in Europe and a precious occasion for promoting innovative experiences in the museum sector throughout the whole continent.




	General information

	Museums of any size, type or legal position from any of the 47 countries that are currently members of the Council of Europe can apply for the competition.
Two kinds of museum are eligible for the Award:

· Established museums that have completed a substantial programme of modernisation, extension, reorganisation or re-interpretation during the past two years

· New museums first opened to the public during the past two years

The Awards

The judging panel is looking for enterprise and innovation that enhances the public quality of the museum. The judges seek to identify new developments which are likely to have a significant influence in the national and international museum field.
The European Museum of the Year Award

This is the main award, and goes to a museum which contributes most directly to attracting and satisfying its visitors with unique atmosphere, imaginative interpretation and presentation, creative approach to education and social responsibility. Past winners have been both large and small museums, but all have developed something which is special and has changed the standards of quality in museums within Europe.
The Kenneth Hudson Award

This is a new award in honour of the founder of EMYA. The award goes to a museum, person, project or a group of people who have demonstrated the most unusual, daring and, perhaps, controversial achievement that challenges common perception of the role of museum in the society and carries forward the spirit of Kenneth Hudson.
The Silletto Award
This award goes to a museum which has attracted the best support from volunteer effort, during the past two years, to enhance the public quality of the museum.
Special Awards

A number of special awards will be given to museums which have developed a new and innovative aspect of their service, from which other European museums can learn.


	Supporting material to accompany the application

	All museums applying to enter the competition will be judged on the basis of their submitted material and the assessment made during a visit by judges from the EMYA panel, representing some of the most experienced and knowledgeable cultural professionals in Europe.

All candidates should provide the following information:

1. Illustrations: (Please note that we accept only digital images)

A maximum of 15 digital images, 300 dpi in JPEG format. These should include one exterior of the museum and general views of the galleries and activities. We do not require images of individual items. 

A DVD film presentation may be provided, but this must be no more than ten minutes in length and without any accompanying sound (it does not have to be an expensively produced DVD – the main objective is to give a good overview of the facilities provided by the museum - it will be used to show-case your museum during a ten minute interview at the EMYA ceremony.)

Each package of information must be identified with the name of the museum and the year (2011) and each image must be named. The images must be free of copyright and available for use in the EMYA publication and on the EMF Internet sites.

2. A list of accompanying material

3. One copy of the museum’s leaflet, brochure or catalogue

4. A poster advertising the museum (if available)

5. A small selection of relevant press cuttings

6. A copy of the bank transfer instructions for the entry fee

Note: All material will be retained in the EMF Archive after the judging has taken place.

	Submitting your application

The Application Form should be completed in English and be returned by the 30 April 2010 by e-mail to: 


f.mcclafferty@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk 
The folder of your additional information should be sent by post, also by 30th April 2010 to:

Françoise McClafferty, Trust Secretary 

European Museum Forum

C/o National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (Director's Office)

William Brown Street 

Liverpool L3 8EN, UK
Tel: +44 151 478 4559

Fax: +44 151 478 4321

	Competition Entry Fee

	The completed application form should be accompanied by an entry fee of

325 EUR
or

280 GBP 

	Payment by cheque

Sterling payments by cheque must be drawn on a British bank and made payable to the European Museum Forum Trust

	Payment by bank transfer

It is possible to pay by bank transfer, provided that the applicant pays bank charges. Please make sure that your payment is identifiable, by including the name of the museum and the town in which it is situated in the instructions. A copy of transfer instructions should accompany your application.

European Museum Forum Bank details:



HSBC



Grosvenor Court



149 Whiteladies Road



Clifton

Bristol BS8 2RR

UK

	GBP Account – for payment in pound sterling
Account
European Museum Forum Trust

Account no.
31343947

Sort code
40-14-09
Swift no.
MIDLGB22

IBAN no.
GB69MIDL 
	EUR Account – for payments in euro
Account
European Museum Forum Trust
Account no. 
57848543 

Sort Code
40-05-15
Swift no.
MIDLGB22

IBAN no.
GB22MIDL 




Application Form for the EMYA 2011
	Name of Museum:

	Full postal address:


	Telephone no. (+ international code):

	Fax no. (+ international code):

	Email address:

	Website:

	Director:

	Date museum opened:

	Date of renovation:

	Type of museum:

	Owner:

	Who financed the museum:

	Number of objects:

	Short building description:


	Total cost of the building (in EUR):

	Total cost of the exhibition (in EUR):

	Opening times:

	Entrance fee: 


Yes


No

	Full price: 

Reduced:

Other concessions:


	Exhibition space: 

m2 

	Storage space: 


m2

	No. of visitors before renovation:

	No. of visitors after renovation:

	Staff:

	No. of permanent employees:

	No. of temporary employees:

	No. of volunteers:

	Museum facilities:
· Parking

· Cloakroom
· Toilets
· Café/ Restaurant
· Disabled Access

· Facilities for blind people
· Facilities for deaf people

	External partners:


	Please explain why you consider your museum development is innovative? (in no more than three sentences)


	Please attach a description of the project, its method of financing and future plans (no more than two typewritten pages in English)


The deadline for submission is 30 April 2010. 
For queries, please email f.mcclafferty@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk 
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