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AI Act

First legal framework on AI
Positions the EU in a leading role globally

• Development of excellent and trustworthy AI
• Risks to be addressed
• Transparency requirements

2024



2018
“We can build on our areas of 
strength including excellent research, 
leadership in some industrial sectors 
like automotive and robotics, a solid 
legal and regulatory framework, and 
very rich cultural diversity at both 
regional and subregional level.”

“Technology is a social product 
which embodies and replicates 
social norms, values, and other 
economic, ecological, political, or 
cultural forces at any given time.”

“In the longer term, there is a need 
to start to reflect in society on the 
extent to which the digital data 
that constitutes the cumulative 
knowledge about society should 
also be considered a national 
asset, in a similar way to cultural 
assets and landscapes.”



2020

KEY FINDINGS 



• Identifies opportunities of AI for the CCS, 
considering the challenges they pose

• Suggests actions for CCS stakeholders and 
policymakers in applying AI and 
promoting a culturally diverse offer of 
European works. 

• Ten cultural and creative sectors 
analysed including museums 

• Opportunities

• Use cases 

• Risks

• Key challenges

Recommendations on: 

• Access to data 

• Access to skills 

• Transparency

• Collaborative ecosystems 

• Access to finance

2022



1. Rights metadata in CCS. Key 

findings: challenges to rights data 
management persist, despite 
considerable progress. Need to 
improve efficiency and transparency, 
build awareness, master metadata, use 
new technologies, integrate existing 
rights data frameworks. 

2. Implications of the use of AI within 
the CCI for copyright and related rights. 
New AI solutions are currently 
developed and applied also for tasks 
traditionally considered as involving 
creative choices. Challenges concern 
the scope of the reproduction right, text 
and data mining exceptions, false 
attribution of AI-created works to a 
human, reliance on related rights to 
circumvent the absence of copyright 
protection for this type of output.

2022



2023

• AI applications for cultural heritage and museums are 
promising and would have seemed science fiction just a few years ago

• Applying AI in the public cultural domain requires investment 
in infrastructure, equipment and highly qualified human 
resources. 

• A critical mass of data is needed to put AI at the service of 
cultural heritage an museums. 

• Human resources are essential, as AI needs to be fed with high-
quality data to be trained to perform its tasks. 

• Data needs to be interoperable and properly described with 
metadata. 

• Copyright issues must be resolved

• Capacity building and skills are key.

SUMMARY



2021-2027



• Destination 1: “Innovative Research on 
Democracy and Governance”

• Destination 2: “Innovative Research on 
the European Cultural Heritage and the 
Cultural and Creative Industries”

• Destination 3: “Innovative Research on 

Social and Economic Transformations”



Work Programme 2023-2024

Example calls

• HORIZON-CL2-2024-DEMOCRACY-01-04: The interrelation 
between social, cultural and political identities, as well as the 
sense of belonging, and democracies

• HORIZON-CL2-2024-DEMOCRACY-01-07: Digital democracy

• HORIZON-CL2-2024-DEMOCRACY-01-08: Culture, the arts and 
cultural spaces for democratic participation and political 
expression, online and offline

• HORIZON-CL2-2024-HERITAGE-01-03: Leverage the digital 
transition for competitive European cultural and creative 
industries

• HORIZON-CL2-2024-TRANSFORMATIONS-01-06: Beyond the 
horizon: A human-friendly deployment of artificial 
intelligence and related technologies

• HORIZON-CL2-2024-TRANSFORMATIONS-01-11: Assessing and 
strengthening the complementarity between new technologies 
and human skills





• Nexus with extraordinarily high 
potential for innovation

• Science and technology combined 
with an artistic viewpoint open 
valuable perspectives for research 
and business, through a holistic 
and human-centered approach

If pollinators designed 
gardens, what would 
humans see?
• An algorithmic tool that 

designs planting for 
pollinators’ tastes, not 
human taste. 

• Working with 
horticulturalists, 
pollinator experts, and an 
AI scientist, Alexandra 
Daisy Ginsberg created this 
tool to design with 
empathy for other species. 

• The result is an unlimited 
edition of algorithmically-
generated living artworks..



• 3-year investigation on

how new technologies like 
AI can alter or undermine 
our democracies and the 
social fabric, and how 
artists, researchers, critical 
thinkers, cultural 
institutions can help us 
make sense of these changes 

• set up a new kind of public 
forum to reflect on how to 
design fair, ethical and 
sustainable technologies so 
that they are committed to 
democratic principles and 
benefit the many 



Access to a pool of AI-related 
resources, datasets, AI 
models, reusable tools and 
capacity building materials.
Components will be reusable by 
cultural heritage institutions for:
1.multilingual text recognition in 
scanned documents;

2.multilingual subtitles 
generation and validation;

3.enrichment with information 
extracted from images and 
semantic linking;

4. machine translation for 
cultural heritage metadata.

All components will be 
interoperable with the 
common European data 
space for cultural 
heritage to facilitate data 
sharing and reusability of 
cultural content



Considerations

• Cultural diversity, creativity, cultural participation 
are paramount for human centric AI developments, 
promoted by the Commission in the EU and internationally

• AI provides museums with innovative tools allowing to 
enhance and expedite practices such as cataloguing and 
engage with people in accessible, inclusive, and 
personalized ways. 

• Museums are trusted for their credibility and their 
dedication to accuracy and ethical considerations. As 
museums engage with AI, we ensure AI is integrated in 
ethical practices. 

• Museums and cultural institutions can play a key role 
to promote critical thinking and digital literacy, essential 
to counter misinformation and protect democracy



European Commission

DG RTD

Unit D4 Democracy, Equality & Culture

RTD-DEMOCRACY-EQUALITY-CULTURE@ec.europa.eu

Thank you for 
your kind 
attention!
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