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The EU treaties
Legal basis

The EU is based on the rule of law, i.e. every action taken by the EU is founded on 
treaties that have been approved voluntarily and democratically by all the EU 
countries

Current treaties:

- Treaty on the European Union –TEU (2007)

- Treaty on the functioning of the EU –TFEU (2007)



Chronology of cooperation
in the cultural sector

• 1954: the European Cultural Convention states the principle of cooperation in the 
cultural sector

• 1972: real 'cooperation projects' begin, making actions in favour of culture;

• 1992: the Maastricht Treaty includes culture among the objectives of the European 
Union and states in Article 128 that: "The Community shall contribute to the

flowering of the cultures of the Member States, while respecting their national and

regional diversity and at the same time bringing the common cultural heritage to the

fore".



Treaty of the European Union 
Maastricht 1992 Art. 3

• The Union shall establish an internal market. It shall work for the sustainable development of 
Europe based on balanced economic growth and price stability, a highly competitive social 
market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress, and a high level of protection 
and improvement of the quality of the environment. It shall promote scientific and technological 
advance. 

• It shall combat social exclusion and discrimination, and shall promote social justice and 
protection, equality between women and men, solidarity between generations and protection of 
the rights of the child. 

• It shall promote economic, social and territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member States. 

• It shall respect its rich cultural and linguistic diversity, and shall ensure that Europe’s cultural 
heritage is safeguarded and enhanced. 



The European 
Union has no 
competence as 
for culture and 
education

• The European Commission defines cultural heritage 
as including 'natural, built and archaeological sites, 
museums, monuments, works of art, historic cities, 
literary, musical and audiovisual works, as well as the 
knowledge, practices and traditions of European 
citizens'.

• While Member States are primarily responsible for 
their own cultural heritage policy, Europe's cultural 
heritage benefits from a series of supporting 
measures (policies, programmes and funding) aimed 
at preserving it (Art. 3 TEU - Treaty on the European 
Union) and promoting it (Art. 167 TFEU - Treaty on 
the functioning of the EU).



European Programming
The Multiannual Financial Framework

• To ensure the financing of programmes and actions in all policy areas, from 
agriculture and regional policy to research, industry, education and culture, the 
European Union has been using so-called long-term budgets or Multiannual Financial 
Frameworks since 1988

• Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027

• Programming 2021-2027



EU funding

INDIRECT FUNDS - Structural and Investment Funds

They are financed by the European Commission but managed through Operational Plans by 
national local authorities, such as ministries (PON), or regional authorities (ROP). They are 
divided into:

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF);

European Social Fund (ESF);

Cohesion Fund (CF);

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD);

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)



EU funding

DIRECT FUNDS

European direct funds are provided in the form of:

grants (most often as co-financing), i.e. economic contributions to specific projects 
related to EU policies. They are awarded through calls for tenders or calls for proposals

contracts concluded by the European institutions to purchase services, goods or works, 
which are awarded through calls for tenders



Europe doesn’t fund projects, 

but finances its policies 

THROUGH projects



The EU Commission Priorities 2024-2029
https://commission.europa.eu/priorities-2024-2029_en



EU Workplan for Culture 2023-2026 – Priorities
www.consilium.europa.eu/media/60399/st15381-en22.pdf

1. Artists and cultural professionals

- Improving working conditions (mobility, social rights, fair 
remuneration). 

- Facilitating the movement of artists and works between 
EU countries. 

2. Culture for society

- Promoting cultural participation for all (inclusion, 
accessibility). 

- Using culture as a tool for well-being and social cohesion. 

3. Digital transition

- Support the digitalisation of the cultural sectors. 

- Address issues such as copyright, online access and new 
technologies. 

4. Culture and sustainability

- Integrating culture into environmental policies. 

- Promoting sustainable practices in the heritage sector and 
the creative industries. 

5. Cultural heritage

- Protecting and enhancing Europe’s heritage. 

- Improving resilience to risks such as climate change and 
crises. 

6. International cultural relations

- Strengthening the role of culture in the EU’s external 
relations. 

- Promoting intercultural dialogue at a global level. 



Culture Compass for Europe
(2028-2034)

commission.europa.eu/news-and-media/news/new-plan-
culture-europe-2025-11-12_it

• 1. Culture for democracy and social cohesion

• 2. Culture for competitiveness and innovation

• 3. Culture for international relations and 
global action

• 4. Culture as a cross-cutting element in EU 
policies



Where to start…





1. International cooperation: benefits for museums 

2. Getting started

• Organisational check

• Building a network

• Develop a project idea

• Looking for funds

• From project idea to project application

• Writing a proposal

If the application is successful, what next?

Where to find support

The role of Museum Associations

Resources

Glossary



Organisational 
check



Building a 
network





Developing 
a project 

idea



Developing
a project idea which...
• Is in line with my organisation's mission 

and objectives

• Stems from needs and an analysis of the 
context

• Resonates with interests and priorities of 
peer organisations in other countries

• Is in line with the priorities of the funding 
programme

• Has an international value

• Is sustainable after the completion of the 
project



Looking for 
funds





The planning phase



Describing the project idea

•Objectives

•Beneficiaries

•Activities

•Outputs

•Outcomes

•Partners

Budget





From project 
idea to project 

application

Writing an 
application



The main
programmes that
fund culture

• Horizon Europe

• Erasmus Plus

• Creative Europe



Horizon Europe
• Horizon Europe is the EU 

Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation 
succeeding Horizon 2020 
(2014-2021).

• The Programme aims to 
increase European 
leadership in innovation and 
entrepreneurship, through 
world-class research.

• Horizon Europe is structured 
in three pillars



Erasmus +

Erasmus+ is the EU programme to support education, training, youth and 
sport in Europe. 

Erasmus+ covers 5 different fields:

• School education

• Vocational education and training

• High education

• Adult education

• Youth

Individual learning mobility (KA1):

Participation in training courses and activities abroad

Job shadowing at an organisation in another country

Mobility projects

Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices (KA2)

Strategic partnerships: transnational projects aimed at testing and implementing 
innovative practices in the field of education, training, etc.

Sector Skills Alliances



Current Erasmus+ projects

next-museum.eu (2022-2025)
• Stimulating digitization at small and medium-sized museums through the 

enhancement of the Digital Curator

iNCLUSION project (2024-…)
• Upskilling Higher Education Students to Create Transformative Cultural 

Experiences for Audiences with Disabilities

MUSEum+ (2024-2029)
Staff training through mobility , Study visits to museums across Europe, 
Exchange of best practices



Key Erasmus+ themes in museum projects

• Digitalisation (virtual tours, digital archives, training of staff)

• Inclusion & accessibility (disability, migrants, minorities)

• Education & training (museum staff, new skills)

• International collaboration (mobility + partnerships)

These reflect the broader goals of the Erasmus+ programme (2021–2027):

making education and culture more inclusive, innovative, and international



Erasmus +

What’s in for you?

- Mobility Projects

- Cooperation
projects

The 
learning 

component

Mobility

Starting 
small



Erasmus plus National 
Agencies

erasmus-
plus.ec.europa.eu/cont
acts/national-agencies








	Bild 1:  Cross-border cooperation: EU funding  insights & Creative Europe spotlight   Margherita Sani  NEMO webinar  18 May 2026 
	Bild 2: The EU treaties Legal basis
	Bild 3: Chronology of cooperation in the cultural sector
	Bild 4: Treaty of the European Union  Maastricht 1992 Art. 3
	Bild 5: The European Union has no competence as for culture and education
	Bild 6: European Programming The Multiannual Financial Framework
	Bild 7: EU funding 
	Bild 8: EU funding
	Bild 9:  Europe doesn’t fund projects,  but finances its policies  THROUGH projects
	Bild 10: The EU Commission Priorities 2024-2029 https://commission.europa.eu/priorities-2024-2029_en
	Bild 11: EU Workplan for Culture 2023-2026 – Priorities www.consilium.europa.eu/media/60399/st15381-en22.pdf
	Bild 12: Culture Compass for Europe (2028-2034)  commission.europa.eu/news-and-media/news/new-plan-culture-europe-2025-11-12_it
	Bild 13: Where to start…
	Bild 14
	Bild 15
	Bild 16: Organisational check
	Bild 17: Building a network
	Bild 18
	Bild 19: Developing  a project idea
	Bild 20:  Developing  a project idea which...
	Bild 21: Looking for funds
	Bild 22
	Bild 23: The planning phase
	Bild 24: Describing the project idea
	Bild 25
	Bild 26: From project idea to project application  Writing an application
	Bild 27: The main programmes that fund culture
	Bild 28: Horizon Europe
	Bild 29: Erasmus +
	Bild 30: Current Erasmus+ projects
	Bild 31: Key Erasmus+ themes in museum projects 
	Bild 32: Erasmus +  What’s in for you?   - Mobility Projects  - Cooperation projects
	Bild 33: Erasmus plus National Agencies  erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/contacts/national-agencies
	Bild 34
	Bild 35
	Bild 36

