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Climate Heritage Network Announces New Members
Charenton-le-Pont, France –The Climate Heritage Network is pleased to announce that an
additional 45 organisations have become network members. The announcement was first made
on 11 February at a meeting of the network’s International Steering Committee held in Abu Dhabi,
UAE during the 10th World Urban Forum (WUF10) organised by UN-Habitat, the United Nations’
cities and human settlements program.
This immense power of arts, culture and heritage to drive just and transformative climate action
often goes untapped. The Climate Heritage Network was launched in October 2019 in Edinburgh,
Scotland by over 70 arts, culture and heritage organisations committed to unlocking this potential.
The Network is expanding rapidly, as evidence by the 45 new members. The impact of the
expanding Network will further be strengthened under the terms of a new cooperation
memorandum with UN-Habitat that was also signed during WUF10.
The Climate Heritage Network aims to unite diverse actors across the arts, culture and heritage
spectrum as part of the climate action movement. Ms. Suwaree Wongkongkaew, Director of the
Chiang Mai City Arts & Cultural Centre and a CHN Steering Committee member, described the
CHN’s philosophy this way:
In Chiang Mai the connection between our culture, our life, and our environment is a mutual
relationship, a strength, and inseparable. In the current situation, when we face climate
problems that are rapidly escalating, the power of arts and culture can be used. We are working
as a coalition to use cultural power to restore and protect the environment and cross the
boundaries of familiarity, no longer separating government or general public.
The 45 new CHN members reflect this diversity and include national, regional and local
government bodies; cultural institutions and indigenous peoples’ organisations, as well as NGOs,
universities, businesses and artists. Several of the new members are themselves international
networks, including NEMO - Network of European Museum Organisations and the International
Music Council.
Climate change is a global phenomenon. The CHN works to connect groups around the world
and to promote solidarity with communities on the frontlines of climate change. Reflecting this
global commitment, the 45 new CHN members represent Australia, Canada, Ecuador, Egypt,
Ghana, Greenland, Kenya, New Zealand, Pakistan and Zimbabwe, as well as the USA, United
Kingdom and countries across Europe. Collectively, they draw from each of the CHN’s five
regions: North America, Latin America and the Caribbean, Europe and CIS, Africa and the Arab
States, and Asia-Pacific.
One hallmark of the CHN is the members’ commitment to working collaboratively. In 2019 the
CHN released its first action plan at an event held in Madrid at COP25, the 2019 UN Climate
Summit. Dubbed the Madrid-to-Glasgow Arts, Culture and Heritage Climate Action Plan, the
plan’s release kicks off a year of culture-based climate action that will culminate in 2020 at COP26
in Glasgow, Scotland. The plan’s activities will be implemented by volunteer working groups made
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up of CHN members. Dr Ewan Hyslop, Head of Technical Research & Science at Historic
Environment Scotland and a Co-Chair of the Climate Heritage Network describes the value of the
CHN approach this way:
Successfully transitioning to a low-carbon future and adapting to environmental changes
already underway requires individuals, organisations, governments and communities to work
together. The Climate Heritage Network provides an opportunity to develop new and creative
partnerships, strengthen those that already exist and pool expertise and knowledge from all
corners of the world. Together, we can demonstrate what meaningful climate action looks like,
and share our experiences and perspective with others.
Climate change is one of the most significant and fastest growing threats to people and their
cultural heritage worldwide. 2020 will be a critical year for climate action. The CHN aims to
foreground the cultural dimensions of global climate action and to create a roadmap that will allow
every arts, culture and heritage-related organization to do its part. The 45 members added today
contribute immeasurably to that cause.
“With every conversation, every new partner, every opportunity, we advance greater solutions
into action. Cultural heritage supports communities towards a low carbon, resilient future. Further,
faster, together,” said Julianne Polanco, California State Historic Preservation Officer and a CHN
Co-Chair.
For more information, contact: Andrew Potts, Climate Heritage Network Secretariat, +1 202 2150993 andrew.potts@icomos.org.
What is the Climate Heritage Network?
The Climate Heritage Network is a voluntary, mutual support network of local and city,
state/provincial and regional, Indigenous Peoples’, and national arts, culture and heritage
governmental and quasi-governmental boards, offices, ministries and site management agencies
as well as NGOs, universities, businesses and other organizations committed to aiding their
communities in tackling climate change and achieving the ambitions of the Paris Agreement.
Entities may join at http://climateheritage.org/join/.
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Climate Heritage Network Announces
45 New Members (11 Feb 2020)
Units of Government, Indigenous
Peoples’ Organisations

Cultural Institutions (cont’d)

• Dundee Heritage Trust
• Gullah/Geechee Sea Island Coalition
• Ecoartscotland
• Royal Commission on the Ancient and • Fondazione Sandretto Re
Historical Monuments of Wales
Rebaudengo
• SIMTUR (Italy)
• Fundacion Santa Maria la Real
• Heritage Trust Network
Universities/Higher Education
• Sisimiut & Kangerlussuaq Museum
• City University of New York Graduate
(Greenland)
Center Human Ecodynamics Research • Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
Center
• Venti di Cultura (Italy)
• Faculté de l'aménagement / Faculty
of Environmental Design, l'Université Businesses, Artists, Design
de Montréal
Professionals
• Graduate Program in Historic
• Carrig Conservation
Preservation, Weitzman School of
International LTD
Design, University of Pennsylvania
• Dennis Rodwell, Architect-Planner,
• Norwegian Institute for Cultural
Consultant in Cultural Heritage and
Heritage Research (NIKU)
Sustainable Urban Development
• Rochester Institute of Technology
• GJM Heritage
• UCL Centre for Applied Archaeology,
• Ingatestone Consulting
incorporating Archaeology South East
• International Heritage Conservation
• UCL Institute for Sustainable Heritage
and Management
• University of Management and
• Joseph K. Oppermann Architect
Technology, Lahore, Pakistan
• Knowsley Safari
• University of Oxford Heritage Network
• MCR URBAN CONSULTING
• Museums Galleries Scotland
Cultural Institutions
• PROSKENE Conservation & Cultural
• Australia ICOMOS NSCES
Heritage
• Charlotte Library (USA)
• Yky

NGOs/Civil Society

• An Taisce - The National Trust
for Ireland
• Arab Center for Heritage
• DETRA-Africa (Kenya)
• Future for Religious Heritage
(FRH)
• Heritage Innovation Trust
(Zimbabwe)
• ICOMOS ISC20C
• International Music Council
• Interpret Europe - European
Association for Heritage
Interpretation
• National Trust for Scotland
• NEMO - Network of European
Museum Organisations
• Opportunity Two Excel
Foundation (Ghana)
• The Heritage Management
Organization
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